[Francisco Hoffmann, pioneer of physiological research in Chile].
Francisco Hoffmann MD became a Professor of Physiology at the University of Chile School of Medicine in 1934. After postgraduate studies in Germany he came back to Chile in 1931 when he began proposing the creation of an Institute of Physiology. This became a reality in 1936. He was a proponent of full time job and of greater participation of students in the learning process. The main research interest of the Institute was centered on thyroid function and its relation to the nervous and circulatory systems. Professor Hoffmann was made a corresponding member of the Royal and the Spanish Academies of Medicine. In 1960 he retired from the Institute to help develop an Anthropology Center leaving many of his disciples to continue his work in physiology.